Over the last centuries, plantations have funded the building of many European and
American museums, where art provided an opportunity for shareholders to distance
themselves from the violence of the plantation system. Still today, rain forests are cut
down and turned into plantations.
The value extracted from these plantations is partially invested in museums in New York,
Dakar and Paris, generating wealth in the economy around them (gentrification), yet
leaving depleted landscapes and impoverished people.

Vision and mission IHA
IHA wants to prove that art can redress economic inequality, not symbolically, but in
material terms. Art provides the inspiration and the capital to buy back land and start
inclusive, ecological postplantations.

"This was the most challenging show of the year, and proudly
“oroblematic”, but that was the point: You need to be fearless and run
right into the swamp of possible misunderstanding to have any hope

of making a difference.”

Jason Farago, The New York Times, 6 December 2017

The next step is to turn this proof of concept into a replicable model: an inclusive,
ecological and worker-owned Post Plantation, inspired and (partly) financed by art. It
will provide an alternative to investors, who no longer have ground to support the
destructive plantation system and will instead finance this new model.

IHA’s business model is based on two legs. Profits from artworks and art production
budgets provide the seed capital and the proof of concept. To scale up and bring more
capital to the plantation, we fundraise in the field of landscape restoration, food security,
poverty reduction, democratization and socio-economic innovation — all with art as
starting point and inspiration.
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How I lost
my hope for
Afghanistan

Farahnaz Forotan

OPINION

Asmen continue to bicker over the
future and control of Afghanistan, I have
already lost my home and my country. I
‘worked in Kabul as a television journal-
ist for 12 years, and finally left in No-
vember after threats to my life.

Tknow how the Taliban plan to shape
the future of my country, and their
vision of my country has no space for
me.
For what turned out to be one of my
last assignments, I traveled from Kabul
to Doha, Qatar, in October toreport on
the negotiations between the Afghan
government and the Taliban. Like many
Afghans, I was somewhat hopeful that
the talks might help end the long, piti-

less war in our country.
InDoha, Ihad
Afghan women  the opportunity to
Lenow the cost | interview members
of the wars of the Taliban nehgo-
tiating team at the
started by men,  conference hall
and we will where the talks
continue to werebeing held.
suffer after The experience
U.S. forces reinfm;}cled my
. sense that postwar
withdraw. ‘Afghanistan, domi-
nated by the Tal-

iban, was bound to
beableak place for Afghan women.

The incident that crystallized that
dreadful feeling was my interview with
Sohail Shaheen, the spokesman for the
Taliban. I approached Mr. Shaheen for
aninterview in aroom full of people.
Like many young women in Kabul, I do
not wear a head scarf. He couldn’t hide
his disdain at my presence and set about
toignore me. I didn’t budge. I refused to
beinvisible and continued pointing my
phone camera at him while asking my
questions.

Afghan women live with asense of
being invisible. In our workplaces or in
‘meetings like this one, our voices go
unheard, our existence barely regis-
tered. Our presence in any public space
iscelebratedas gender equality inand

Protesters in Minneapolis celebrated the news that Derek Chauvin, the police officer who killed George Floyd, had been convicted of two counts of murder, as well as manslaughter.

~PHOTOGRAPHS BY VCTOR 1 LU FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

What now for racial justice?

Nearly a year after George Floyd’s death ignited a movement,
a rare verdict against police violence brings some solace to activists

BY AUDRA D. S. BURCH,
AMY HARMON,
SABRINA TAVERNISE
AND EMILY BADGER

George Floyd had been dead only hours
before the movement began. Driven by
aterrifying video and by word of mouth,
people flooded the South Minneapolis

but all we experi-

indail; and dis-

hortly after Memorial Day,
an end to police violence

crimination. It ﬁlledmewllhmge
My encounter with Mr. Shahin filled
mewithterror When hefinallyan-

against Black Americans.
The moment of collective grief and
anger swiftly gave way to a yearlong,

his eyes
Toved in every direction but mine: He
examined the walls, the carpet on the
floor, the chairs, the door. He couldn’t
look at me, even while I stood in front of
him. It was asifhe saw me as an em-
bodiment of sin and evil. I felt unsafe,
evenin aroom full of people, thousands
of miles away from Afghanistan.

The Taliban'’s notions of religion,
politics and governance are based ona
FOROTAN, PAGE 13

The New York Times publishes opinion
from a wide range of perspectives in
hopes of promoting constructive debate
about consequential questions.

on what it
means to be Black in America.

First came protests, growing every
day, until they turned into the largest
mass protest movement in U.S. history.
Nearly 170 Confederate symbols were

renamed or removed from public
spaces. The Black Lives Matter slogan
was claimed by a nation grappling with
Mr. Floyd’s death.

Over the next 11 montbhs, calls for ra-
cial justice would touch seemingly ev-
ery aspect of American life on a scale
that historians say had not happened
since the civil rights movement of the
1960s.

OnTuesday, nearly a year later, Derek

‘The police dispersed protesters in Minneapolis last May. Mr. Floyd's killing
inspired what would become the largest mass protest movement in US. history.

Chauvin, the white police officer who
knelt on Mr. Floyd, was convicted of two
counts of murder, as well as manslaugh-
ter. The verdict brought some solace to
activists for racial justice who had been
riveted to the courtroom drama for the

past several weeks.
But for many Black Americans, real
change feels elusive, particularly given

‘Wright just over a week ago.

There are also signs of backlash: Leg-
islation that would reduce voting access,
protect the police and effectively crimi-
nalize public protests have sprung up in
Republican-controlled ~ state legisla-
tures.

Otis Moss 11, pastor of Trinity United
Church of Christ in Chicago, said that to
call what had transpired over the past
year a racial reckoning was not right.

“Reckoning suggests that we are
truly struggling with how to reimagine
everything from criminal justice to food
deserts to health disparities — we are
not doing that” he said. This week’s
guilty verdict, he said, “is addressing a
symptom, but we have not yet dealt with
the disease.”

Moments before the verdict was an-
nounced, Derrick Johnson, president of
the N.A.A.C.P, called Mr. Floyd’s death
“a Selma, Ala.,, moment for America”

‘What happened in Selma in 1965 “with
the world watching, demonstrated the
FLOYD, PAGE 7

CRACKING DOWN ON PROTESTERS IN U.S.

Iran rattled
by Israeli
strikes on
key targets

BEIRUT, LEBANON

Growing paranoid, Tehran
seems powerless to break
a secret network of spies

BY BEN HUBBARD, FARNAZ FASSIHI
AND RONEN BERGMAN

Inless than nine months, an assassin on
a motorbike fatally shot an Al Qaeda
commander given refuge in Tehran,
Iran’s chief nuclear scientist was ma-
chine-gunned on a country road and two
separate, mysterious explosions rocked
a key Iranian nuclear facility in the
desert, striking the heart of the coun-
try’s efforts to enrich uranium.

The steady drumbeat of attacks,
which intelligence officials said had
been carried out by Israel, highlighted
the seeming ease with which Israeli in-
telligence was able to reach deep inside
Iran’s borders and repeatedly strike its
most heavily guarded targets, often
with the help of turncoat Iranians.

The attacks, the latest wave in more
than two decades of sabotage and assas-
sinations, have exposed embarrassing
security lapses and left Iran’s leaders
looking over their shoulders as they pur-
sue negotiations with the Biden admin-
istration aimed at restoring the 2015 nu-
clear agreement.

Th recriminations have been caus-

“Ihe head of Parliament’s strategic
center said Iran had turned into a “ha-
ven for spies” The former commander
of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps called for an overhaul of the coun-
try’s security and intelligence appara-
tus. Lawmakers have demanded the
resignation of top security and intelli-
gence officials.

Most alarming for Iran, Iranian offi-
cials and analysts said, was that the at-
tacks revealed that Israel had an effec-
tive network of collaborators inside Iran
and that Iran’s intelligence services had
failed to find them.

“That the Israelis are effectively able
to hit Iran inside in such a brazen way is
hugely embarrassing and demonstrates
a weakness that I think plays poorly in-
side Iran,” said Sanam Vakil, deputy di-
rector of the Middle East and North Af-
rica Program at Chatham House.

The attacks have also cast a cloud of
paranoia over a country that now sees
foreign plots in every mishap.

Over the weekend, Iranian state tele-
vision flashed a photograph of a man
said to be Reza Karimi, 43, and accused
him of being the “perpetrator of sabo-
tage” in an explosion at the Natanz nu-
clear enrichment plant last week. But it
was unclear who he was, whether he
had acted alone and whether that was
even his real name. In any case, he had
fled lhe country before the blast, Iran’s

Ministry said.
On Monday, after the Iranian state

ho Black men led states are i
by the police has continued, most re-  punitive new measures governing
cently Daunte i GE 7 IRAN, PAGE 5

Museum puts African art in its rightful place

AMSTERDAM

Dutch artist helping effort
to display stolen works
returned from Europe

BY NINA SIEGAL

‘When the Dutch artist Renzo Martens
presented his film “Episode I11: Enjoy
Poverty” at Tate Modern in London in
2010, he couldn’t help but notice the
‘many Unilever logos painted across the
museum’s white walls.

Unilever, an Anglo-Dutch company
that owns Axe, Dove, Vaseline and other
household brands, sponsors the Uni-
lever Series, in which an artist is com-
missioned to make a site-specific work
for the Turbine Hall at Tate Modern.

“Unilever, Unilever, the Unilever se-
ries} Martens says in new documenta-
ry, “White Cube;” recalling that moment.
“The greatest, most famous artists of
the world, financed by Unilever.”

A ACTIVITES

A scene from “White Cube,” a dlmlmeuury by the Dutch artist Renzo Martens about

the former workers of Unil

Unilever was once nearly ubiquitous,
t0o, in the region of the Democratic Re-
public of Congo where Martens has
worked since 2004. “Episode I11: Enjoy
Poverty” from 2008, documented dire

inthe Republic of Congo.

conditions on the country’s palm oil
plantations, where workers earned less
than $1 a day. In “White Cube,” he fol-
lows up by visiting former Unilever-
owned plantations in the villages of

Boteka and Lusanga. (Unilever sold the
last of its plantations in Congo in 2009.)

To Martens, Unilever represents a
system of global exploitation, in which
Western companies extract resources
from poorer countries, generate income
and then use some of that wealth to fi-
nance high culture elsewhere. Some of
the artists they support, he added, also
make works focused on inequality, but
the benefits of those works rarely go to
those in need.

“People on plantations are desper-
ately poor, and they work for the global
community” Martens said in a recent in-
terview in Amsterdam. “They even
work, indirectly, for exhibitions in the
Tate Modern. Art is sterile if it proclaims
to be about inequality but doesn’t bring
benefits to those people.

“Iwanted to make sure that a critique
of inequality would, at least partially,
and materially, redress that inequality,”
he added.

Martens’s art career took off after
“Episode III: Enjoy Poverty, and he
said that he had decided at that time to
MUSEUM, PAGE 2
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met NFT
jgen

Het Amerikaanse museum waar het beeld nu is, wil het niet uitlenen.

an crypeodosnst delodondass
bevorderen? lan geeoodd cul
turedd erfigond weer by de
res DMt iRe eipenaarns teres hikomen
s virveee! bunstwerk cen NITT Ja,
PORt cen Munalenaar s oo e un
Coago Het ond oen wouliptuer beveg
dat belangrigh i voor de Lusangs ge
mevors Bup in hun lind
Het gast oo oon beekd van de Il
s e b Maomiben Rakoe My
werd In 258 vermoord tipdenn de
Pendeopatand inLusanga, dat toes
oo Leverville heetie. Het verzet ik
te ich begen cen plantage van Lever
Brothers (et husdige Usthever |, waar
speake weas van sekovoced gowedd, op
vuting en gedwoogen arbesd cader
erharmelifir omuandigheden
Do soudptuns pow Ralooy bwade grest
Db hamsen en tevdwingen Dasrom
wil het Congodese bunanenaarn olley
ef CAPTC Dt beedd in Congoen o
ders sentooertelien Ondunis herhasd
deverrocken wil de cigenass bet Virgs
dd Muneemm of Fese Aty (VA ) in Bet
Arnerikassne Rx hmond, het ket
werk niet witheen
Dasrom hebben de Congoleaen of
eon dggraal eventeedd van gemasia
Lon Berpedigh som Acngidle toden (NFT)
0o ‘Dt inwinsetban bewin dat de
otigmalnet van con digitaal vooe
werpverzehert Ben NFT hoot goen
Lunat te i, eoase kan ook oen tweet
of plaatye cgn. Vorig jaar werd wereld
wipd voor tentalien mdjarden euro’s
asa derpelifbe dagitale crypookoanut
verhandebd

Dote de 40Pl wan v bl ot
maihnair als NFT te Lanceren, is of spia
he vas con soort digitale eesitutie
Het dggnide ctpendomabewifs i}
dug online grount, in bet mowan
White Cube in Lussngs en in ket
gakerie KOW Berlin

Masthieu Kndama en Codart Tama
sl deden als heden van busstenaswny
Colectie! CAPTC ondernoch naw d¢
souliptues vas Ballot. De documenta
teserie [ plastige. de eprdand eo het
manewm volgt hun mitvee om het
Bockd terug auae Congo e halen Je
retnem af naar het gebsed wase de

ade-opatand plutnond wpeeken
& aderrin | ot de Danden van muswa
et plantages on bepovken het bunu
museum 0 Vingeda om ey de dee
DOV DOCSIOIMTING B¢ YERREN YOOu &0
Beuthlern

Tarmunala Het mrrascum wil hem wed
A andere meaes UElenen, mAA! fuct

De sowiptuan van Mazimien Baiol

Mattheu Katiama van bunstcodec-
thef CAPTC.
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aan omn, terwiyd we daar rechet op deb
b Wee hebdeen mopedh goen cigen
domrareche maar wel rechi op ge
brush. Dese souliptons beboort ons
wolk toe, bs cadesdedd vam de revolte
tepen de utbhoting van menwm

ratuw Sencen Bet pluntagr oy aeom
Coago Met de NIT bannem we toe
RANR 204 one R Medenn on de
Krachs van et beeld terugwinnen
Beoenhont wordi de NFT s doe
hoaderd Metncre NIT s opgedockd, die
8¢ hoop woeden assgreboden Met &
opbrengpt ke het kurstenannw ol
et de aankoop van Lind, de herbouw
van de nateur opde uegepusie plants
s en voeduelackerhesd Sinancieren

el NFT-prodedt I oo i) it
hang met de Nederbindse lilmmalker
on hunmtenaar Renro Martens Hij oo
derrockt de banden tunsen hust,
kapetanl en koloalalame. foontwond
kusstenasncolioctief CAITC en et
museum Whse Cude in lusinga
Martens en rgn v htiag Human A
TV wanen 0p-de o hergrond B
Dt Radot progect besrobken Th pro
beer migs Laak als witle mun 20 pood
moogrieh te vervullen Mensen op
plantages hebben vask sict derclide
tex Anclogrc he msddeken ah mesnen
0 bapvoorbeekd Amuterdum, en dun
wordt het moctigh an conderentien
ower rootiounst deel te nemen”

Maar mwt Bet munten van de NFT s
¢ 10D OB [ETUREIVE DO Nt (oM
pheet. 0ok als we Donmen kot drie
boaderd NITs ssurten, 2al de soblued
boeg Dlpveny”, aldus Tamusala. Die be
doching van bet boekd was om coatro
ke te krigoen over de booe goet van
Ralot, om te voorkomen dat B| na 2igs
dood, en het Undewer plantagevys
seemn Mt hen, nog veel eTgere pro
Demen pou vevoorzaken Die probie
ey g of wieindeli i gebomsen

arbesders veeduenen minder dan
20 dollas per enaand als re voor Uni
bever werkien - maar via deze lechao
bogiche ormweg kunnes we de boee
goeut ol meee in bedwang kriggen en
de plantage vooruithelpen”

Aangrrsen de busasenaan nog op
de plantage wonen, speeit het beekd
g seedts oon grote 1od i ben beven
De parst bt duns Deter dan In een s
Ocke nuteste in Vieginas ', abdus Lamass
A et han et 20 s At uret alloen
el in Bet Noorden mug staan, om
dat ae daar toevalbg poede akcondit)
onng hebben We willm de wulptuer
ok AT DEVIRRETIITTNG, NMT couwig
0 L waaga hooden, maare punt Loem
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meer happen, ook busten Congo,
om voorberkd wolgen en evencemn v
NITs o gesc huedonds terugeisen.”
Maxine van Veslon



